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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers.
On April 6, 2020, Aptinyx Inc. (“Aptinyx” or the “Company”) announced that, on April 3, 2020, Wilbur H. Gantz III, the current Chairman of the
Company’s Board of Directors (the “Board”), notified the Company of his upcoming retirement, effective as of the close of the Company’s 2020 Annual
Meeting of Stockholders on May 20, 2020 (the “Annual Meeting”). Mr. Gantz, 82, has served as Chairman of the Company’s Board since the Company’s
inception in 2015. He was also previously Chairman of, and an early investor in, the Company’s predecessor entity, Naurex Inc. (“Naurex”). During Mr.
Gantz’s tenure, both Naurex and Aptinyx have benefitted from his extensive senior executive experience, steady oversight and governance, commitment to
the Company’s technology, and financial support through equity investments.
Patrick G. Enright, currently a member of the Company’s Board, has been appointed to serve in the role of Chairman of the Board upon the
effectiveness of Mr. Gantz’s resignation. Mr. Enright is a Founder and Managing Partner of Longitude Capital, a venture capital firm that has been a
shareholder of Aptinyx since the Company’s Series A financing in 2016. Mr. Enright has served on the Company’s Board and Audit Committee since May
2016. Mr. Enright also currently serves as a member of the boards of directors of Aimmune Therapeutics, Inc., Jazz Pharmaceuticals plc, and several
privately held companies, as well as the National Venture Capital Association. The Company believes Mr. Enright is well-qualified to serve as Chairman of
the Company’s Board based on his extensive experience in the life sciences industry in both operating roles and as an investor.
In addition, the Company announced that, on April 3, 2020, James N. Topper, M.D., Ph.D., notified the Company of his intention not to stand for
reelection at the Annual Meeting. Accordingly, after serving the remainder of his full term as a Class II director, which term expires as of the close of the
Annual Meeting, his service on the Company’s Board will end. Dr. Topper, a Managing Partner of Frazier Healthcare Partners, joined the Board in May
2016 in connection with that firm’s investment in the Company’s Series A financing.
Both Mr. Gantz’s resignation and Dr. Topper’s decision not to stand for reelection were voluntary and neither decision was the result of any
disagreement with the operations, policies, or practices of the Company. The Company thanks Mr. Gantz and Dr. Topper for their service.
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